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Mr. Chair,

It is my pleasure to deliver this statement on behalf of the countries: Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cape Verde, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia,
Lebanon, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Montenegro, Nepal, The
Netherlands, New Zealand, North Macedonia, Norway, Palau, Panama, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, South
Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, Vanuatu, as well as my own
country, Argentina.

Mr. Chair,
We wish to thank you and the members of the Bureau for their leadership during the 56th session of the
Commission on Population and Development.

Mr. Chair, the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development and the outcomes of its review
conferences emphasized the crucial role of universal access to quality education in achieving sustainable
development and realizing human rights.

Education is not a privilege, but a universal human right that must be accessible to everyone, regardless of gender,
race, ethnicity, migration status, income, disability, cultural background, religion, geographic location, or any other
status. We are deeply committed to ensuring that all individuals can enjoy their right to education without
discrimination of any kind.

We firmly believe in the power of education to transform societies and foster sustainable development. Education
is a powerful predictor of population health and well-being, national economic growth, and a critical enabler of the
demographic dividend.' Quality education provides individuals with knowledge and skills that increases their
productivity and resilience and makes them less vulnerable to risks. If access to education is expanded equitably,
it reduces income inequalities and promotes economic growth. UNESCO estimates that if all learners completed
secondary education, the number of people living in poverty could halve. 2

We also recognize that education is a critical driver of gender equality and women’s and girls’ empowerment.
Investing in education for girls gives them more opportunities to make informed choices over their lives, reduces
their risk of experiencing all forms of violence and exploitation and increases their participation within and
contributions to their communities and societies.

Education can help to transform gender stereotypes and norms that hold them back from achieving their full
potential.3 Yet still today, girls’ rights to education are not universally respected and upheld in every country of the
world, and girls continue to face significant barriers to completing their secondary education.

Education also leads to better health and wellbeing over the life course. Educated women are more informed
about nutrition and health, marry at a later age, and tend to have fewer, and healthier children: Evidence from
high HIV-prevalence countries demonstrates that girls who complete secondary education reduce their risk of
acquiring HIV by half’
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The evidence is clear that education is even more beneficial when children and adolescents have access to
evidence-based, age-appropriate comprehensive sexuality education, provided by trained teachers, based on
a formal curriculum, and implemented in partnership with learners, parents, and communities.® With the
world’s largest ever cohort of young people, it has never been more important to equip adolescents and young
people with the knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to safely navigate relationships based on respect,
deal in a positive and responsible way with their sexuality, protect their bodily integrity and autonomy,

and to realize their sexual and reproductive health and rights now and in the future. There is widespread
recognition of the need for such education globally: 132 countries report having policies in place that support
the provision of sexuality education in schools. We are committed to ensuring that all children and
adolescents, whether in school or out of schoo7l, have access to education that enables them to protect their
health, wellbeing, and dignity.

The mandate of the CPD in helping to guide full implementation of the ICPD Program of Action is ever more
vital, including in achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In November 2022, the world
reached 8 billion people. Millions of people, particularly women and girls, continue to face inequalities in
access to the education and health services that would help them reach their full potential. It is only with
universal realization of sexual and reproductive health and rights, including the right to bodily autonomy, that
we will be able to achieve our goal of ensuring that no one is left behind on our path towards sustainable
development.

We commend the Commission for its work in promoting quality education for all and look
forward to the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the ICPD Programme for Action in 2024.
I thank you Mr. Chair.
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